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ABSTRACT

Vahit Melih Halefoglu, appointed as Minister of Foreign Affairs in the first Ozal government on
December 13, 1983, was born in Antakya on November 19, 1919. After graduating from Ankara
University Faculty of Political Science in 1942, he began his civil service career at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in 1943. He interrupted his civil service in 1944 for military service, and after
completing his military service, he returned to the ministry in 1946. That same year, he served as Third
Secretary at the Vienna Embassy, Second Secretary at the Moscow Embassy in 1949, and Minister
General at the London Embassy in 1953. He then served as Ambassador to Beirut in 1962. After serving
at the Moscow Embassy in 1965 and The Hague in 1966, he served as Ambassador to Bonn for a long
period of 10 years, from 1972 to 1982. His term in this role ended on September 12, 1982, and in the
same year he was appointed Ambassador to Moscow. He served in this position for over a year.
Halefoglu is fluent in English, French, and Arabic. Following the 1980 coup and the subsequent 1983
general elections, the task of forming a government was given to the Motherland Party (ANAP) under
the leadership of Turgut Ozal. Ozal appointed Halefoglu, who had served as an ambassador for many
years and was not a member of parliament, as Minister of Foreign Affairs in his cabinet. Halefoglu
began his duties after taking the oath in parliament. In the by-elections held on September 28, 1986, for
the 11 vacant parliamentary seats, Halefoglu ran as a candidate for Ankara and was elected, taking his
place in parliament. This research aims to examine the relationship between Vahit Melih Halefoglu's
diplomatic background and his political life, and to analyze his multifaceted position in Turkey's recent

political and diplomatic history.
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TURK DIS POLITiKASINDA BiR DEVLET ADAMI: VAHIT MELiH HALEFOGLU
OZET

13 Aralik 1983 tarihinde I. Ozal Hiikiimetinde Disisleri bakani olarak atanan Vahit Melih Halefoglu 19
Kasim 1919 yilinda Antakya’da diinyaya gelmistir. Ankara Universitesi Siyasal Bilgiler Fakiiltesini
1942 de bitirdikten sonra 1943 yilinda Disisleri Bakanliginda memuriyet hayatina baslamistir. 1944

yilinda askerlik gorevi i¢in memuriyetine ara vermis askerlik gorevini tamamladiktan sonra 1946 yilinda
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bakanlikta tekrar goreve baslamistir. Ayni y1l Viyana Biyiikelciliginde I1I. Katip 1949°da Moskova
Biiyiikel¢iliginde II. Katip, 1953’te Londra Biiyiikelgiliginde Ortaelgilik gibi gorevlerde bulunduktan
sonra 1962°de Beyrut Biiyiikelciliginde Biiyiikel¢i olarak gdrev yapmistir. 1965 yilinda Moskova
Biiyiikelgiligi, 1966°da Lahey ‘de gorev yaptiktan sonra 1972-1982 tarihleri arasinda Bonn
Biiyiikelgiliginde 10 yil gibi uzun bir siire bu gorevde bulunmustur. Bu gorevi 12 Eyliil 1982 ‘de sona
ermis, ayni yil Moskova Biiylikel¢iligine atanmistir. Bu gérevde 1 yili agkin bir siire devam etmistir.
Halefoglu cok iyi derecede Ingilizce, Fransizca ve Arapca bilmektedir. 1980 Ihtilali sonrasi yapilan 1983
genel segimler sonrasi hiikiimeti kurma gorevi Turgut Ozal baskanhigindaki Anavatan Partisi’ne
(ANAP) verilmistir. Ozal kurdugu kabinesine meclis disindan uzun yillar biiyiikelcilik gérevinde
bulunmus Halefoglu’nu Disisleri Bakan1 olarak atamistir. Halefoglu mecliste yaptigi yemin tdreninden
sonra gorevine baglamistir. Tiirkiye Biiyiilk Millet Meclisinde agik bulunan 11 milletvekilligi i¢cin 28
Eyliil 1986 tarihinde yapilan ara secimlerde Halefoglu Ankara adayi olarak katilmis ve segilerek
milletvekili olarak mecliste yerini almistir. Bu arastirmada, Vahit Melih Halefoglu’nun diplomasi
kokenli devlet adami kimligi ile siyasal yasami arasindaki iliski ele alinarak, Tiirkiye nin yakin dénem

siyasi ve diplomatik tarihinde {istlendigi konumun ¢ok boyutlu bi¢imde incelenmesi amaglanmaktadir.
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