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Abstract

Today, the rapid developments and changes in the field of science and technology have led to the
differentiation of the knowledge and skills that need to be acquired by individuals. Now, there is a
need for individuals who use knowledge, not knowers. Thus, with the changing human need, the
quality of schools has also changed, and schools have become institutions that offer students the
opportunity to learn, not teach. It is important to choose models, methods and techniques suitable for
the constructivist education approach in order to provide an effective education in the classroom.
Among these approaches, cooperative learning is an approach where students work in small mixed
groups to achieve a common goal. cooperative learning; It is an approach where students learn by
working together and helping each other learn, not by competing with each other as in traditional
methods, and group success is rewarded as a result. There are many techniques used in cooperative
learning. Cooperative learning techniques include Learning Together, Student Teams Achievement
Sections, Team-Play-Tournament, Team Supported Individualization, Combined Cooperative Reading
and Composition, Group Research, Collaboration-Collaboration, Ask Together, Let's Learn Together,
Jigsaw (Combination) and Station Model. In this study, we aimed to determine the efficiency of Station
Model in language teaching.

Keywords: Station Model, Blended Learning, Cooperative Learning, Educational Management

1. INTRODUCTION

The rapid developments and changes in the field of science and technology have led to the
differentiation of the knowledge and skills that need to be acquired by individuals. For that reason,
they need to be able to solve problems, be creative and reason. Exactly at this point, the need arises
to employ the methods and techniques that offer the competencies required by the time to the
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individuals in the teaching process. Station technique, which is one of the techniques that responds to
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this need, offers students rich experiences by encouraging research and discovery, aims to raise open,
critic and questioning individuals, enables students to take responsibility for their own learning,
creates learning environments where experiments are made and original and common products are
created, It is defined as a technique in which students reach information by researching and
questioning under the guidance of teachers (Kayalar & Agaoglu, 2020; Benek & Kocakaya, 2012, Batdi
& Semerci, 2012).

2. STATION MODEL

One of the seven models of blended learning that stands out due to its ease of use is station model.
The Blended Learning Universe site reports that the station model “allows students to rotate through
stations on a fixed schedule, where at least one of the stations is an online learning station. When the
structure of this technique is examined, it is seen that there is a participant-centered approach that
teaches the groups formed in the classroom environment to take forward what the previous group did
by contributing to each station. In this technique, there are separate stations with different numbers
of tables and the tables are arranged in a triangle. At each station, groups have a task. The groups, who
are aware of their duties, change places after a certain period of time and tour all the stations. This
method improves both the creativity of the participants and their ability to cooperate in a democratic
environment (ilhan et al., 2012). The station technique is also known as one of the techniques used in
the show-and-make method (AIFOS, 1981, 17-1; cited in SOnmez, 2007). There are story, slogan and
poster stations in the technique, which consists of three stations consisting of tables, desks or chairs
(Gozutok, 2007). In these related station studies, the class can be divided into two, three, or even five,
and each station study may take 10-15 minutes. There are also those who benefit from two teachers
in these studies (Goodman, Martin, & Williams, 2002; Hill, Pennington, & McCarthy, 1997; Lain, 2006,
1-3; Zedalis, 2003). The number of these stations can be increased according to the subject to be
taught, but it is recommended that this number should not exceed five. Although the working time is
10 minutes per minute, the time can be changed according to the subject and the hour of the lesson
(AIFOS, 1981, 17-1; cited in SGnmez, 2007; Gozitok, 2007). The station technique, which is a form of
teaching, in which students perform a series of learning activities by working individually or in groups
with the help of specific instructions previously created by the teacher or student teacher, in order to
learn or repeat a subject in special areas created in educational environments (in the classroom or
outside the classroom). (Benek and Kocakaya, 2012) has some superior aspects. Some of them are
listed as follows: The station technique can generally be applied when the class size is 30. However,
when applied in more crowded classrooms, an observation group can be formed. The stations created
have a student-centered approach that contributes to the completion of the unfinished activities by
visiting. In addition, the works left unfinished by the previous group at these stations are carried
forward and completed. In other words, a contribution is made to a work that has been started.
Students realize that they can do something themselves.
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3. APPLICATION OF STATION MODEL

With the application of Station Model, it is ensured that the students, whose competence to know
each other and work together, enjoy the participation and reveal their special talents. In addition,
obeying rules and communication skills develop. Their productivity and creativity develop. Shy
students participate actively in the teaching process (Goziitok, 2007). One of the superior aspects of
the station technique is that it contributes to the development of higher-order thinking skills (S6nmez,
2007). On the other hand, it should be noted that this technique has its weaknesses. The weaknesses
of the station technique and the ways to compensate for them are explained as follows (Gozitok,
2007; Batdi & semerci, 2012): There may be noise in practice. For this, students should be taught to
speak in a low voice. In addition, in station work, the chiefs should guide the groups and follow the
contribution of each individual in the group. Otherwise, one may work and the others may not
participate in the studies. In practice, studies may be unproductive in the absence of reinforcement
and feedback. Apart from this, one of the negative aspects of this technique is that it seems more
suitable for primary education. The last of the negative aspects of the station technique is that it
requires students to be at the minimum level of practice on the subject. However, since it is difficult
to apply to students at the lower levels of taxonomy, the objectives of the course can be adjusted
according to the level of application.

The station technique is used both as a method and as a technique in the related literature (Gozitok,
2007; Ocak, 2007, 249; Sonmez, 2007). In addition, there are many studies conducted in Turkey and
abroad on the station technique, which is variously named as “a station method, teaching stations, the
station teaching method, the teaching station method” in foreign sources (Demirors, 2007; Morgil,
Yilmaz, & Yorik, 2002; Heckendorn, 2012; Benek and Kocakaya, 2012; Hines, 2009). At this point, Yabas
and Altun (2009, 202) examined the effect of differentiated instructional designs on students' success
in a study they conducted. Emphasizing the station technique in this research, he stated that these
practices are also beneficial in terms of showing students what they have learned. In addition, as a
result of the researches, it has been revealed that different teaching practices such as the station
technique have a positive effect on the success of the students, the development of high-level thinking
skills such as reasoning and problem solving, and the affective factors that affect learning such as self-
efficacy perception, attitude and enjoyment. In addition, a study conducted by Boerger (2005; cited in
Yabas & Altun, 2009, 202) using the station technique in mathematics teaching revealed that the
students developed a positive attitude towards the mathematics lesson after the application of this
technique. In addition, it was also noted among the results that the students were able to determine
their own learning and determine which subject they needed to learn more about. It can be said that
the station technique, which enables students to work individually or in groups as critical and
guestioning individuals and to take on their own duties and responsibilities, directly creates student-
centered learning environments.
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Itis seen that many ideas were expressed by the students at the beginning, during and after the Station
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Technique Application course. At the beginning of the course, making a plan, learning the learning
strategies, creating groups, choosing representatives to groups, giving information about the
technique, showing the applicability of the technique, choosing different topics and explaining the
subject are some of the statements made by the students. During the Station Technique Practice
course, considerations such as applying the technique, learning critical thinking and constructivism,
correcting mistakes with the acquired knowledge, learning to complete the unfinished work, changing
the place of the groups, working individually and in groups, observing the benefits of class
participation, evaluating the syllabus, and getting original ideas through discussing in the group are
stated. After the lesson, some important points such as learning different learning strategies, getting
information about the concepts of learning and teaching, realizing the benefits of group work,
understanding the importance of individual differences, learning to make quick decisions, learning to
be active in group work, learning to make lesson plans from different perspectives, teaching methods
and techniques were observed. The expressions in the form of learning how to transfer to the plan,
learning group leadership, learning the effectiveness of the positive classroom environment, gaining
empathy, understanding the importance of repetition and motivation, and learning the importance of
extrinsic motivation are included.

Gaining different perspectives, applying different learning strategies together, communication
between students, adding passive students to the lesson, ensuring task sharing in the group, acquiring
new ideas by comparing different ideas, enabling restructuring of knowledge, providing information
sharing in cooperation, developing creativity, save the lesson from monotony, have an accelerating
effect on learning, help and solidarity are some of the students' conclusions after the application.
Regarding the features of station technique application, we can state recognizing individual and group
mistakes, learning to generate new ideas, being open to different ideas, learning subjects permanently,
and successfully completing unfinished tasks.

We have determined learning unknown information in a short time, increased motivation, recognizing
the positive aspect of student interaction, reinforcing knowledge, learning alternative ideas, learning
to prepare a lesson plan, creating a rich learning environment, finding different solutions and making
a whole from parts. Some of the deficiencies stated by the students can be expressed as organization,
lack of preparation and feedback, lack of time, inadequacy of groups to evaluate each other and to
obtain information about the subject, lack of product scoring, lack of participation of all group
members, and complexity of division of labor. Some of the suggestions put forward by the students
regarding the deficiencies observed in the station technique application are as follows: eliminating the
deficiencies with teacher-student interaction, having enough prior knowledge, examining the
approaches for pre-preparation before the application, having few members in the groups, giving the
division of labor as homework, giving individual homework and studies.

4. CONCLUSION
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As a result of the pandemic, many schools throughout the country are moving forward with the hybrid
learning model, combining face-to-face instruction with both synchronous and asynchronous learning.
Especially in language courses, there have been new researches and investigations for effective
learning, as the schools have been closed down in this process. Almost all schools have turned to
Blended Learning Model. One of the sub-models of Blended Learning, Station Model has begun to be
used in many educational institutions. In the research, students' views on the reflective inquiry of
station technique application in the courses in various studies were included. When the students' views
on Station Model are examined, it is understood that at the beginning of the lesson, activities such as
making a plan, forming a group, choosing a representative for the groups, getting information about
the technique and learning the applicability of the technique are done at the beginning of the course.
As it can be understood from these ideas, it can be said that at the beginning of the station technique
application course, students generally work to prepare for the lesson, in other words, to prepare
themselves for the lesson in every aspect. When the observations in the process of applying the
technique during the lesson were examined, it was seen that the students expressed thoughts such as
applying the technique, correcting the mistakes with the acquired knowledge, learning to complete
the unfinished work, working individually and in groups, thinking/discussing with the group and getting
original ideas through discussion. From these considerations, it can be concluded that during the
lesson, the students first learned the ability to complete an unfinished job, which is the most basic
feature of the station technique, and also actively carried out the activities of working with the group
and generating different ideas. Finally, when the students' opinions about the application after the
lesson are examined, it is seen that learning different learning strategies, realizing the benefits of group
work, understanding the importance of individual differences, learning to make quick decisions,
learning to be active in group work, learning to make lesson plans with different perspectives, gaining
empathy and extrinsic motivation. It was seen that the expressions in the form of learning the
importance of learning were included. From these considerations, it is understood that with the
application of the Station technique, the students learn with a different learning strategy, the group
work in the application makes the students more ready and willing to learn and creates more favorable
learning environments. In a study conducted by Maden and Durukan (2010) on this subject, it was
concluded that the station technique was more effective in increasing the success levels of students
compared to the traditional teaching method. This result supports the current research results. The
other issue emphasized in the research is the inferences after the station technique application.
Among the views on this sub-title, it was seen that the ideas such as gaining different perspectives,
applying different learning strategies together, acquiring new ideas by comparing different ideas,
sharing information in cooperation, having an accelerating effect in learning, helping to comprehend
cooperation and solidarity were listed. When these thoughts were examined, it was concluded that
after the application of the technique, the students acquired the skills of being open to different ideas,
cooperation and working in groups, fast learning, sharing and solidarity. In the research conducted by
Morgil, Yilmaz, and Yoriik (2002) on this subject, a topic in the 7th grade Science course was tried to
be given to the students by using the station technique. In the research, the fact that the students
learned the subject without getting bored after the application and that they understood the
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In another sub-title within the scope of the research, students' views on the characteristics of the
station technique application were questioned. Opinions on this are that noticing individual and group
mistakes of station technique, being open to different ideas, completing unfinished works successfully,
increasing motivation, realizing the positive aspect of student interaction, creating a rich learning
environment, finding/trying different solutions and creating a whole from parts. providing features. In
the light of these views, the most defining features of the technique are that it enables to realize faulty
and deficient aspects through group work, to produce new and original ideas with different ideas, to
complete unfinished works, and to create environments that facilitate and accelerate learning. Again,
in a study conducted by Morgil, Yilmaz, and Yoriik (2002), it was stated that the students learned the
topics by mutual discussion as required by the station technique, and therefore their discussion skills
developed by having full and correct thoughts about the relevant topic. This result is in line with the
present study result. Therefore, it can be said that the station technique is a method that facilitates
learning. The frequency and percentage distributions of the positive/negative and instructional aspects
of the station technique application according to the gender variable are another subject examined in
the research.

Some of these suggestions are to eliminate it with teacher-student interaction, to have enough prior
knowledge, to examine the approaches for pre-preparation before the application, to have few
members in the groups, to assign the division of labor as homework, and to give individual homework
and studies. When these suggestions are examined, it can be concluded that in order to eliminate the
deficiencies encountered during the application, preliminary preparations should be made both about
the application and the content of the lesson, the groups should not be too crowded, and group and
individual studies should be done by giving individual and group assignments.
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